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The Judgment and Decree © the Univeriiy of 


| OXFORD, piſt in 149 Co vocation 
| | July 21, 1653, 


a £ Ltho the barbarous Aſſaſſination lately 
$2 SN erterpr Zo vant the pu ſon of his Sacred 

BY Majelty arc its 1 0zal Brother, engage all 
* our thor to reflet with itmoſt de- 
> teſteiion and ati; vence of that exccrable 
| Villany, hatetu' i 4zoC and Man ; and pay 
W \ our due 2-inos eug ments to the Divine 
£7 Providerc: «hb chiby extraordinary me- 
thods Fro; 1tto paſs, that the breath of 
our noſtri's the Anointed of the Lord is 


not taken in the pit which was prepared for him : and that under 
his ſhadow we continue to live, and enjoy the Bieflings of his Go« 
vernment : Yet notwithſtanding we find it to be a neccffary duty at 
this time to ſearch into and lay open thoſe impious Doctrines, which 
having of late been ſtudiouſly diſſeminated, gave rite and growth 
to thoſe nefarious attemts : and paſs upon them our ſolemn public 

Cenſure and Decree of condemnation. 
Therefore to the honor of the holy and undivided Trinity, the 
preſervation of Catholic truth in the Church : and rhat the King's 
Majeſtie may be ſecur'd from the attemts of open and oloudy enimies 
and the machinations of Traiterous Heritics and Schiſmatics : We the 
Vice-Chancellor, Doctors, Prodtors, and Maiters Regent and not 
Regent met in Convocation in the accuſtom'd manner , time and 
place, on Saturday the z 1 of Faly in the Year 1683. concerning cer- 
tain Propoſitions contained in diverſe Books ar: Writings publiſhed 
in Engliſh, and alſo in the Latin tongue rerugnant to the holy 
Scriptures, Decrees of Councils, Writings of the Fathers, the Faith 
and Profeſſion of the Primitive Church : and alſo deftrudtn-: of rhe 
Kingly Government, the ſafety of his Majeſtie's Perfon, 1+: 
Peace, the Laws of Nature, and bunds of humane Socicty ; gion 
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2 Tle Judgment aud Decree 


Unanimous aſſent and conſent, have Decreed and Determin'd in 


manner and form. following. 


Propoſition 1, All Civil Autority is derived originally from the 
people. 


2, There is a mutual compa@ , tacit or expreſs, between a Prince 
and his Subjects; and that if he pertorm not his duty, they are 
diſcharg'd from theirs. 


3. That if lawful Governors become Tyrarts, or Govern otherwiſe 
then by the laws of God and man they pug ht to do, they torteit 
the right they had unto their Government. 


(/) CT 
Lex Rex. Buchanan de Tare Regni, V indicia contra Tyr THROS, 
. DOE 3 , Hs . RR 
BSelarmize de Cenciliis de Pontifice. Milton. Goouwin. Baxter HC 


4. TheSoveraignty of Enz/and is 1n the three Ftates,v?z. King, Lords, 
and Com nons. 'I he King has but a coordinate power and may 
De.OVEr ruled by the other two. 


Lex Rex. Funton of a limited and mix'd Monarchy. Baxter 1 C 
Polit, Catech, 


» Bi rthright and proximity of Bloud give ro title to rule cn 
Government, and it is lawfiil to preclude the next heir trom lis 
Right of Succeſſion to the Crown.. | 

Lex Rex. Hunt's Poſtcript. Deleman. Fiiftory of Suecoſ;on. Ful: at 
te Apoſtate. Mene Tekel, 
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6d. Itis jawful for Subjects without the conſent and againſt the com- 
mend of the Supreme Magiſtrate toenter into {eagues, COVENants 
and atlociations, for deſence of themſelves and their religt9n. .. 


OO Cmn League and covenant, Late Afſoctation.. 

7, Sf preſervation is the fundamental law of nature, an ſupecr- 
{Eces tlie obligation of all others, when ever they ſtand in compete 
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tick bes de Cive. Lewathan, 3 The 
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of the 7 niverſ ity of Oxford. ; 2 


8.+ The doctrine of the Goſpel concerning patient ſuffering of inju- 
ries, isnot inconſiſtent with: vio!ent retiiing of the loler PO = 
ers in cafe of perſecution tor religion. 
Lex Rex. Julian Apoſtat. A polog. Relat. 


PF... 


here lics no obligation upon Chritttans to patſive obedience, 
when the Prince commands any thing a 3aunlt 12 laws of our 
Countrey ; and the primitive Chr! tians choſe rather to dis then 
reſiſt, becauſe Chrittiantty was not yer feiled by the laws ot tlic 


Empire. 
Falian Apoſtate. 


10. Poſſellion and ftrength giye a right. to govern, and ſuccels in a 
cauſe or enterpriſe proc':ums it to ) be lawful and juit; to purſ.;e 
it is to comply with rhe will of God, becaule it is. to lo!lowy the 
conduct of his providence... 

Tobles. Owen's Sermon before the Regicides Jan. 31.1645, Bax- 
ter, Jenkin's petition Oftob. 1651 . | 


il In the ſtate of nature there 15 no dift-rence Fetween good and 
224i, 1:zht-and wrong ; the ſlate of nature 1s a ſtate ot w ar,. 


which e every man hath a right to all things 


12: Thefoundation of Civil Autority 15s this natural right, which 15 
not g1 cn, but eit to the Supreme Ma: iſtrate _ecs cn- 
tring into {ocieties,and notonly a fc orcign [nvadcr but a doaincſtic 

Rebel pits himſcltc agamn ytao a Qato of nature, tO be procceded 
agalntt not asa f.bject buran encenay : and COmequentiy acquires 
by his rebeihion the ſam? right over tne lite of Its prince, as the 
Lrince for the moſt LCiNous crimes has over the hte of his own 
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13 Every man otter his entring int2 a ſocicty ritairs a right of nee 
tending himſe' tag; nit t: "FCC, A 2d Canncet Efansier ta right t 
the Commonweate il, Wch 120 onlert to that union Where. 4 


Commonwealth is made ; a: ad-in caica great many men t0.40» 
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The Judgment and Decree 


ther have already reſiſted the Commonwealth, for which every 
one of them expecteth death, they have liberty then to joyn tos 
gether to aſſiſt and defend one another, Their bearing of arms 
ſubſequent to the firſt breach of their duty, tho it be to mantain 
what they have done, is nonew unjuſt aQ, and if it be only to de. 
tend their perſons, is not unjuſt at all, 


. An Oath ſuperacds no obligation to pact, and a pact obliges no 
further than it is credited : and conſequently if a Prince gives any 
indication that he does nct belive the promiſes of fea'ty and a'z 
legiance made by any of his ſubjeCts, they ere thereby freed from 
their ſubjeQion, and notwithſtanding their paQts and oaths may 
lawfully rebel againſt,and deſtroy their Soveraign. 

Flobbes de Cive, Leviathane 


15 If a people that by Oath and Duty are obligd to aSoveraign, 


ſhall finfully diſpoſſeſs him, and contrary to their Covenants chuſle, 
and covenant with another ; they may be obliged by their latter 
Covenant, notwithſtanding their former. 

Baxter HT: C: 


16 All Oaths arc unlawful, and contrary to the Word of God, 


Quakers: 


17 An Oath obliges not in the ſenſe of the Impoſer, but the takers, 


Sheriffs Caſe: | 


18 Dominion is ſounded in Grace. 


T9 The Powers of this World are uſurpations upon the Preroga- 


_ tire of Jcſus Chriſt, and it is the Duty of Gods people to deſtroy 


them. in crcer to the ſetting Chriſt upon his Throne, 
 FiſtheWonarchy Men. 


20 The Presbyterian Government is the' Scepter of Chriſt's Kings 
dom, to u hich Kings as wel as others are bound to ſubmit; and 
the Kings Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs afſerted by the 

Church 


Of the Untiverfity of Oxtord. r 
Church of England is injurious to Chrif}, the ſole King and Head 


of his Church. | | 
Altare Damaſceaum. Apolog. relat. Hiſt: Indulgen. Cartwright: 


Travers. 


21 It is not lawful for Superiors to impoſe any thing in the wor- 
ſhip of God that is not antecedently neceſlary. 


22 The duty of not offending a weak Brother is inconſiſtent with 
all Humane Authority of making Laws concerning indiftcrent 


things. 
Proteſtant Reconciler. 


23 Wicked Kings and Tyrants ought to be put to death, and if the 

Judges and inferior Magiſtrates will not do their office, the power 

_ of the Sword devolves to the people ; if the mayor part of the 

people refuſe toexerciſe this power, then the Miniſters may excom- 

municate ſuch a King, after whictrit is lawful for any of the Subjects 
to kill him, as the people did Athaliah, and Fehu Fezabeel. 


Buchanan, Knox,Goodman, Gilby, Jeſuits, 


24. After the ſealing of the Scripture Canon, the people of God in 
all ages are to expect new Revelations, for a ruleof their ations, 


*and it is lawful for a private man, having an inward motion freay 


God, tokiil a > Iyrant. 
*Quaker s and other Enthufraſts.Goodman.” 


25, Theexample of Phineas isto us inſtead ofa Command; for what 
God has commanded or approved in one age, mult needs oblige in all 


Goodman. Knox. Napthali. 

26: King Charles the firſt was lawſully put to: Death, and his mur- 
therers were the bl-1ied inſtruments of Gods glory in their Gen = 
ration. 

Milton. Goodwin: Owen; 

27: King Charles the firſt made war upon his Parliament :; and in 

ſuch a caſe the King may not oaly be reliſted; but he ccaiil to Le 


King. | 
Baxtere . | 6 Wac 
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We decree, judge and ro all andevery of theſe __ tiong 
to be falſe, "54 eh and impious ; and moſt of thzm to be alſo He- 
retical and Blaſphemous, intarm ous to Chriſtian Relipion, and de- 
{tructive of all Government. in Church and +tatc. 

We farther decree that the Books which contain the foreſaid pro- 
politions and impious ones arc ro deprave pgocd manners; 
corrupt the minds of unw ary men, ſtir vp {editions and tumu!ts, 
OVertnrow States and RK Kingdons and lead to Rebellion, murther of 
Princes, aod Ath-iſm it feite: and theretore we interdict all mem- 
bers of of the Univerſity from the reading the faid Books, under 
the pcnaities in the Statutes expreſt. 

We a'ſo ordcr the b<tore recited Books to be puplicly burnt, -by 
the hand of our Marſhal in the court of our Scholes. 

Likewiſe we order that in perpetual memory hereof, theſe our 
decrces 'Thail be entred into the Regiſtry of our Convocation, and 
that copics of them teing communicated to the ſeveral Co:! exesand 
Halls within this Univerſity, they be-there publickly affixt inthe 
Librarics,Refeortcs, or other fit places where they may be ſecn and 
read of all. 

Laſtly we command and ſtriCtly enj2yn a'l and ſingular Readers, 
Tutors,Catcchitts and others to whom the care and truſt of inſtitu- 
tiono;yer:h 15 commited, that they dilizently inftruct and ground 
their Scholars in thatmoſt neceſſary Dodtrine which in a manner 
1s tne Badee and character of the' Church of England, of ſubmit- 
tinz to ev cry Ordinance of man for the Lords fake, whether it be to 
the Kit 1g as ft preme,or unto Governors as ito them that are ſentby 
I1im, for th: 2 pun iment cFevil duers, and 1or the praiſe of them that 
coucil. Fraching that this ſubmiſſion and obedience 15 to ke clear, 
avioitte and w ithour exception of any State or order of men: Alſo 
that all fy ;pplicatiors, Fraycrs, Intercetſions and giving of thanks be 
made {or A! men, for the King and all ti:st are in Autority, that we 
may lead a quict und peaceable life | in all god:ineſs and honeſly ; for 
th:'sis go ne] and acceptable inthe fight of God our 'SAaVIOUr. And 
in cj cc! 1} manner that they preſs and oblige them humbly to offer 
thermo? ar ent and Caily Prayers at the 1hrore of Grace for the 
prefer: vat on of our Sovera:gn Lord King Charles trom the attemts 
&f open violence, and ſecret Maci.nations of perfidious Tray tors : 
that he the Defender of the fa th, berg ſafe under the deſence of rhe 
mo} H:: pb may continue his reign o1 Earth, till he exchanze it ſor 
+.,it Of a late and happy Immortality. 
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